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BILL SHUSTER COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
971 DisTriCY. PENNBYLVANIA lufuuus:‘:::.cg::::‘g:!a: THAEATS
COMM'EEENOF: ‘P‘.',ARNU.CP_'%WHI; ATION ’ & CapaBiLiTIED
A e Congress of the Wnited States
PHousge of Repregentatibes
THaghington, BDE 20515-3809
May 6, 2015

Environmental Protection Agency

Congressional Affairs

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Room 3426 ARN
Washington, DC 20460

Regarding; @W é

The attached communication is submitted for your consideration, and to ask that the
request made therein be complied with, if possible.

Any assistance you can offer in this matter would be greatly appreciated.

If additional details are required, please do not hesitate to contact my Blair County office
et (814) 696-6318.

If you will advise me of your action in this matter and return your reply to me, I will
gppreciate it.

MEMBER OF CONGRESS

310 Penn Street, Suite 200
Penn Street Center
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
(814) 696-6318

WES:mmb
Enclosure
2208 flavaunn House Osmel BuiLdING 310 PENN STREET 827 Watar STRIgY 100 LincOLn WAy Eagy
WasHnGTON, DG 20615-3808 Suite 200 Sum3 Suite B
{202} 22%-2431 HowipavseurG, PA 16848 tNStana, PA 16701 Crnampenssunc, PA 17201
Fax: (202) 226~2488 {800} 854-3036 {724) 603-0816 (717) 284-B306

(B14) 606-8318 Fax: {724) 4830918 Fax: {217} 264-0268
Fax: (814) 096-6726

www.shuster.nouas.gov
www.facabaak.camirap.shuster
www twitter.comranbllishuster
wwav.youtube.com/repshuster
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SURJBCT/PROBLEM;

Sta Q#ﬂ L/’\f_(‘!

In accordance with Title 5, Section 552a of the United States Code, I hereby anthorize

Congressman BH! Shuster to request assistancs on my behalf from the é ~ /:)7

‘ (NAME OF AGENCY)
In connection with my above-mentioned subjeot/problein, and authorize discussion of my
records with Congressman Shuster and/or his representative for a period of one yedr from

the date below:

NAME:  _ HemiF b
ADDRESS: ompl,

O\m&sLuRu (S

)b b2 S
PHONE: - Lenplo L
SIGNATURE. _ Ly e mprs DATR: “H4-9~ /&
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER: Ly e
DATE OF BIRTH:; Lyenfls

Please complete this form and include a brief explanation of your probilem, then mail to;
Congressman Bill Shuster
310 Penn Street Suite 200 -
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648

Phone - 814-696-6318 Toli-Free - 1-800-854-3035 Pax — 814-696-6726
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Corpornte Office 3nd Labaratory

DuBols Offiec and Labaratory

R25 15th Btreet 110 MeCrachem Run Rosd
Alloons, PA 16601 DuBals, PA 15861
. 814.949.3834 Phana £14.371.4030 Phone
s T O 800.837.4674 Toll Free B14.375.0823 Fax
814.949.959}) Pax
] Project Namc: Drinking Watcr Anatyxis Lab D&
1405005
\ Project Number: 4439.14.01 Repartad:
Clayaburg PA, 16625 Lab Projoct Manager: Dianc Kisner 05/08/14 09:40
Kitchen sink
1405005-01 (Drinking Water)  Sampled: 05/01/14 10:50
Rogulatory
Amilyic Result ML MDL Limit Unitg Prepured Analyzcd Method Lab  Analyst Naios
Mountain Researeh, LLC
Geperwd Microbialgey, 18hz, DWNM___
E.CoLt 101 1,00 NA NA MPN/IGBmI  (5/01714 14:20  0S/01/14 |0:I8 5M9I23B A IMD
TOTAL COLIPORM »>700.9 1.00 NA NA  MPN/AIDOmI  03/01/14 14:20 030214 10;:i8  SM9223B A JMD

C;j}:\p od weel \

Mountiain Reacarch, LLC

The ramthis in this reporct upply 1o the samples analycud in eccorlance with the chaln of
ravuily documens. Thiz anolytical repurt must he reproduced in 1tz entirely.
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FAX COVER SHEET

THE HONORABLE BILL SHUSTER

9™ Congressional District Office
310 Peam Street Suite 200
Hollidaysburg, PA 16648
Phoxne - 814-696-6318 Fax - 814-696-6726

TO: EPA - Conppessianel

DATE: Ju\T7 . 208

PAGES: Including cover sheet _q__‘

FROM:  Congressman Bill Shuster -
Marlene Bendon Z_ Jim Frank o
Brent Gates - Jenny Mearkle -
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SNTED ST ®
2 r* UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
s o REGION ili
§‘ g 1650 Arch Street
Philadelphia, Pennsyivania 19103-2029
) m‘g‘f p y

SEP 3 M

The Honorable Bill Shuster

Member, U.S. House of Representatives
310 Penn Street, Suite 200

Penn Street Center

Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania 16648

Dear Representative Shuster:

Thank you for your May 6, 2015 letter to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) on behalf of your constituent, ,@W f‘ﬁ , concerning manure management, proper
burial of cows, and possible drinking water contamination by two farms adjacent to her property
in Claysburg, Pennsylvania.

EPA delegates authority for the regulation of large farms to the Pennsylvania Department
of Environmental Protection (PADEP). Concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs)
require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination £-tam (NPDES) permit.
EPA does not require small farms such as the ones adjacent to A4 . property to apply for
NPDES permit coverage. However, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvama s regulations require
all farming operations that land apply manure or agricultural process wastewater, whether they
generate the manure or import it from another operation, to have a written manure management
plan. For farms not defined as CAFOs, manure management plans can be prepared by the
farmer. Manure management plans do not have to be submitted for approval but must be kept on
the farm and made available upon request.

With regard to the burial of cows as a means to manage animal mortalities at farms,
burial is a legal disposal method in Pennsylvania as defined in the Commonwealth’s Domestic
Animal Act. Burial has the greatest number of environmental, public health and safety
considerations. Burial sites need to be chosen carefully to prevent groundwater and well water
contamination. Adequate cover prevents wild animals, dogs or birds from exhuming the
carcasses. By Commonwealth law, burial sites must be: located outside of the 100-year flood
plain; a minimum of 100 feet from waters of the Commonwealth (streams, ponds, wetlands, etc.)
(200 feet is recommended); covered with minimum two feet of soil within 48 hours; and located
a minimum of 100 feet from wells and sinkholes (200 feet recommended); at least 100 feet from
property lines (200 feet recommended); and, away from public view.

"u” Printed on 100% recycled/recyclable paper with 100% post-consumer fiber and process chlorine free.
Custamer Service Hotline: 1-800-438-2474



Private homeowner drinking water wells are not regulated by the EPA. EPA’s
regulations only apply to public water systems. A public water system is defined as a system
that has at least 15 service connections or regularly serves at least 25 individuals. PADEP also
does not regulate private wells. Private well owners have primary responsibility for the safety of
the water drawn from their wells. They may contact their county health department to obtain
information on how to have a well tested for total coliform bacteria and E. coli contamination. If
the well tests positive, boil water intended for consumption at a rolling boil for at least one
minute and disinfect the well according to procedures recommended by the PA Department of
Health. Make sure to monitor your water periodically after disinfection. If the contamination is
a recurring problem, they may want to install a permanent point-of-entry disinfection unit, which
can use either chlorine, ultraviolet (UV light) or ozone. All of these methods act to kill or
inactivate E. coli. More information on private wells can be located at the following websites:
http://water.epa.gov/drink/info/well/faq.cfm and http://extension.psu.edu/natural-
resourccs/water/mwon. A common source of bacteriological contamination of drinking water is
on-site septic systems. [{ they have a septic system, concerned homeowners may want to have
their system inspected by a qualified professional.

EPA contacted PADEP to inquire about any investigations they may have undertaken at
the farms in question to determine compliance with applicable Commonwealth laws. PADEP
initially received the complaint on June 14, 2015, investigated it with the Bedford County
Conservation District (BCCD), and did not document any immediate water qualitv cqncerns.
PADEDP believes the farm of most interest is one immediately next door to M The
operators of that farm are reportedly working with the BCCD to obtain the required manure
management plan, so PADEP closed out the complaint.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or have your statf contact
Mrs. Kinshasa Brown-Perry, EPA’s Pennsylvania Liaison at 215-814-5404.

Sincerely, '
/- o ><{ﬁ~/,/\

Shawn M. Garvin
Regional Administrator

cc: Steve Taglang, PADEP



